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].—Foreicn Po.irics. 


The Sahachar, of the 13th April, refers to 
rhe Amir Abdur Rahman. Amir Rahman’s recent proclamation, and observes 
oct eer may ey ey yy 
ion is intended, not so much for the Afghans as for the Anglo- 
an ap ay tence of India. It has, in fact, been published with the 
Indians e throwing dust into the eyes of the latter. The Amir may not look 
oboe British Government with thé same eyes as other Afghans; but will he 
, i o against the wishes of all his subjects ? English statesmen and writers 
ms ate that it has been a mistake on the part of their countrymen to attack 
Mebanistan three times. But who should say how far this admission has helped 
A ° eal the wound inflicted on the heart of the Afghan people ? Moreover, this 
< ‘sion was made after Lord Auckland’s invasion of Afghanistan, and yet 
‘id not prevent Lord Lytton, an obedient servant of Lord Beaconsfield, from 
: in invading that country. Say or do whatever one may, the Amir and his 
ree can never look upon the rulers of India as their friends. They regard 
ite Quetta-Sibi Railway as a step preliminary to the occupation of Candahar. 
They of course know what the advantages of railways are, but they believe 
with the Chinese that British soldiers follow British merchants, The y are not 
jcuded by the charge of earth-hunger which writers in the English news- 
apers bring against Russia. ‘hey have come to realise thoroughly the danger 
of their situation between two powerful empires. They have not been slow to 
notice the measures which the British Government has taken in Gilgit after 
the conquest of Burma. They know that whenever English interests will 
S jemand the occupation of any part of their country, an attempt will be made by 
the English to accomplish the purpose. If they compare the English and the 
Russian systems of Government, they will declare themselves in favour of 
the Russians. English soldiers overran Afghanistan more than once, killed 
thousands of her people and burnt hundreds of her villages, while the Russians 
have not yet done her ary harm whatever. The time is fast approaching 
| when the Amir will have to seek the shelter of either the English or the 
Russians, Having regard to the treatment which the Sultan of Turkey has 
received at the hands of the European powers, the Russian papers entertain the 
hope that the Sultan will himself become a feudatory of Russia. And if that 
happens, not a single Mussulman will remain a friend of England. Such bein 
the case, those English statesmen are greatly mistaken who think that, in act 
warfare, the Afghans will take the side of the English, And not to speak of 
the Afghans, even the Pathan regiments in the Indian Army will go over to the 
side of Russia, ‘The tribes on the north-western frontier of India are, one after 
another, being deprived of their independence by the English Government, and 
these tribes will, in case of a war with Russia, declare themselves in favour of 
that power. The Amir is watching the condition of the neighbouring nations, 
and he will, so long as he can, trifle with the British Government. But when 
astrong Russian force will appear near Herat, and ask him to choose between 
them and the English, he will certainly declare himself in their favour, But 


then the authorities possess much information which is secret, and the writer 
may be therefore wrong in his forecast. 


2. The Sudhakar, of the 15th April, says that Lord Salisbury’s Turkish 


ee __ policy is very mischievous, inasmuch as his Lord- 
— oo. Egyptian ship is always intent on oppressing Turkey. It is 


Ps his Lordship who is the cause of the present con- 
fusion in Egyptian affairs. His Lordship has left no stone unturned to Oppose 
the Sultan’s exercise of power in Egypt. Yakub Pasha has gone to Egypt with 
the Sultan’s firman, but owing to Lord Salisbury’s machinations, the firman still 
rains unread, This is not the policy of the English people; it is, if one 
way say so, Lord Salisbury’s own policy. The writer can on no account 
believe that this is the policy of the British public, although the Times, the 
organ of the Conservative arty, is constantly pouring forth invectives against 
all advisable for 


eSultan. Itis not at the English people to follow Lord 
Salisbury’s policy in regard to Egypt. ' 


a 3. The same paper has the following :— 
R ntnh pieetionable practice in per 


eluchi The country about Quetta, or the part of Belu- 
oe chistan which has been occupied by the English, 


SaHACHAR, 
April 13th, 1892. 


SUDHAKAR, 
April 15th, 1892. 


SUDHAKAR. 
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NAVAYUGA, 


April 14th, 1892, 


NAVAYUG2, 
April 14th, 1892, 
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is governed by a political officer, But the misgovernment of this territ 

passes description. Indeed, the brutal oppressions which are committed wi + 
its boundaries are utterly unworthy of British rulers, No civilised rule, thin 
not even an uncivilised ruler, can allow such misgovernment and oppressi mi 
prevail within his dominion. In British Beluchistan, when any Meshes to 
sentenced to capital punishment, he is first hanged, and his dead body ig te 
burnt. Whata hideous, sacrilegious practice this! No one wil] object t =, 
Mussulman offender being hanged, but why should his body be burnt to hed 
by order of the judge? ‘The writer is surprised that the Indian M ussulmay 
have not yet protested against this practice, and petitioned the Government i 
India to put a stop to it. Only the other day the dead body of a young Che 
who was haiasd was burnt and the ashes, it is said, were thrown into a pti 
What a barbarous act was that! One’s very heart is singed to hear of it. Ty | 
Mussulmans of India should appeal even to the authorities in England in one 
to get the practice abolished, and their present attitude of indiffereace in tl, 
matter shows that they have lost their manliness, 


II.—HoME ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


4. The Sahachar, of the 13th April, says that recently a girl, who was not 


| a minor, was sitting in a shop in Diamond Harbor, 
ee . — by the Upon being questioned by the head-constable of 4 
thana, within the police jurisdiction of Baruipu, 
she said that she was being taken from her husband’s home by two men who 
were sitting in another shop. Therefore, the head-constable detained them all 
and they were afterwards let off by the Deputy Magistrate of Baruipur. _ Nov, 
the question is, what right had the head-constable to detain the two men eva 
if they were guilty of abducting the girl? It is hoped that Government al 
the Inspector-General of Police wiil enquire into the matter. The writer, 
course, knows why police officers act in this illegal way, and it is proper that 
Government should also know it. a By og rye saine OUk 
5. A correspondent of the Navayuga, of the 14th April, writing from Ula 
in the Howrah district, says :— yen 
oe, ee ee Oe I can say on oath that during the last two 
istrict of Howrah. | ge | . 
years I have not seen our paid village chowkidar 
go on round for a single night. ‘There are four men in the local punchayet, of 
whom one can write his name, the other three cannot. The former collects the 
chowkidari cess; but he often quarrels with the villagers, and commits oppression 
on them. The other members of the punchayet being ignorant men_ can no 
check his oppression. An application was made by the villagers, asking the 
authorities to appoint anew punchayet. ‘The application was supported by 
three members of the existing punchayet, and yet nothing has been déne » 
this matter within the last 7 or 8 years. Recently an application has been sett 
to the Magistrate by the collecting punchayet, stating that the villagers refuse 
to pay the chowkidari tax and praying for the appointment of an amin. There 
is no truth in this, for the villagers are ready to pay the tax. 


” 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


6. A correspondent of the Navayug4,. of 
the 14th April, prefers the following complai' 
against Babu Rajendra Kumar Basu, Subordinst 


Babu Rajendra Kumar Basu, 
Subordinate Judge of Burdwan. 


Judge of Burdwan :— 


(1) He uses very harsh and abusive language to people coming to his court, 
and treats every one with disrespect. a5 
(2) His behaviour towards the pleaders of his court is not good. ote 
afraid of the senior pleaders, and takes applications from Bat 
even when the time for submitting such papers 18 over. 4 
his conduct towards the junior pleaders is the very rever™, 
this, He often addresses them in insulting and disrerpeot 


language. 
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(3) Contrary to repeated orders of the High Court, he takes up new cases 


without having disposed of those already commenced. This 


practice in the long run delays the decision of cases, and causes 
much inconvenience to suitors. For, as the same case is heard 
day after day, suitors have to pay for the increased attendance 
of their pleaders. a 

(4) After framing issues, he leans on one side, and before taking one 
particle of evidence, he taxes one ie a having broughta suit 
on insufficient grounds, and directs to settle with the other 


party. 

7. The Sanjivani, of the 16th April, says that, on the 7 th April last, the 
pleaders and barristers, practising in the Judge’s 
Mr. Harding, District Judge of Court, Mymensingh, were thrown into a conster- 
Mymensiag. nation on hearing that the Judge, Mr. Harding, 
‘ntended to hold a durbar for the purpose of detecting the man who had sent a 
telegram to the Amrita Buzur Pa trika, making certain allegations against him. 
The Judge asked some pleaders and barristers to name the man, if the man was 
one of their body. But on their declining to comply with this unpleasent 
request, Mr. Harding, far from taking any offence, expressed himself pleased 
with the independence with which some among them had behaved themselves, 
and took others to task for their flattery of him. In fact, the Judge's 
courteous behaviour on this occasion quite overcame the gentlemen assembled. 

The writer adds:— 


“Men of Mr. Harding's generosity are very rare now-a-days among the 
civilians, Mr, Harding received his education at Cambridge, and then entered. 
the Indian Civil Service. Courteous behaviour can therefore be well expected 
ofhim. ‘The civilian’s chief fault is that he cannot see his own faults. But 
Mr, Harding appears from his conduct on the occasion just described to be an 
—_ to this rule. He sees his own faults, and reproves those that flatter 

im.’ : Le & 


8, The same paper says thet Me. Were, | mine eo gS a of Assam, has 
Mr, Ransom, A’ssistant'Commis. | WOD the love of his subjects by his justice and up- 
ion of ome: srry if ong rightness, People fee that no case of actual op- 


raug district, Assam. pression will remain unredressed, if Mr. Ward’s — 


attention is drawn to it. It is this knowledge that emboldens the writer to lay 
the following cases before Mr. Ward, The writer’s informant is a trustworthy 
gentleman, but Mr. Ward may yet satisfy himself by enquiry about the 
correctness of the information :— 


(1). Mr. Ransom, Assistant Commissioner, Mangaldai, Darrang, has a 
tahsildar, named Sakharam, who recently charged a man, named Bepuram, 
with having struck him with a shoe. ‘The case was instituted in the Court of 
the Extra Assistant Commissioner, Prasanna Babu. But as his evil genius 
would have it, the accused had the case transferred to Mr, Ransom’s file. Mr. 
wansonn at once sent Bapuram to hajat, though he had been enlarged on bail 
| Prasanna Babu. During confinement in the hajat he was made to work- 
.€ an‘ ordinary prisoner sentenced to rigorous imprisonment, and was sub- 
ected to great oppression. One day Bapuram, no longer able to submit patient- 
y . the cruel treatment of his gaoler, resented it by hurting him with his 
eng He was tried by Mr. Ransom, and sentenced to six months’ imprison- 
me On hearing the sentence pronounced by the Judge, Sapuram aimed 
— hs him, but failed to strike him owing to the table that was lying be- 
strikin — Mr, Ward ought to enquire what oe Bapuram into 
‘a het § his gaoler, and aiming a blow at Mr. Ransom, and why persons detained 

Ja are made to work like convicts. 


ed s} On the same day that Bapuram was convicted, a Cachari was convict- 

ed bor offence of having bitten a forester and trespassed into his office, and 

soon enced to six month s’ rigorous imprisonment, on the evidence of the 

beaten dig men. The man said in extenuation of his ‘offence that he was 

Sataaateat tha forester, but the Assistant Commissioner paid no heed to his re- 
(3) ae Ase investigation ought to have been held in this case. 

Mr. “ly mukwoman named Rajmatia, was sometime ago sent to jail by 


but was aquitted on appeal to the District Judge, 


a 


SaNJIVANI, 
Apnil 16th, 1892. 
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BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
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SaMAY, 
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4). Lately an affidavit has been submitted against Mr. Ranso 
anit Sars Batha, for having beaten him with clenched fists. m by an 


The people of Mangaldai are very uneasy under Mr. Ransom, and y, 
Ward, it is hoped, will take pity on them. 


(d)— Education. 
9. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 7th April, thanks the Govern 


Bengal for its Zo/ Resolution, and requ 
she Tol Sonam. a. ee of the North-Western Params 7 
imitate the example of the Bengal Government, and encourage the study of Sans. 
krit. The writer also requests the Bengal Government to do something for the 
encourgement of the study of grammar in Bengal. 


10. ‘The Hitavadi, of the 9th April, raises the question from what funq 


; will the sum of Rs. 18,000, which will be giy 
The Tol Resolution. the fo/s, be paid ? The writer will be wea" bt 
not paid from funds already allotted to the Education Department. But if it j, 
paid from those funds, and the grants now given to schools and colleges are 
consequently reduced, the result will be very deplorable. The writer wishes to 
know the views of Government on the point. 

It is probable that Government has some political motive in giving pecn. 
niary aid to the éo/s. It has come to know of the great influence which the | 
pandits possess in the Hindu community of Bengal, and it is therefore probably 
anxious to bring them to some extent under its own control. ‘This may, 
at any rate, be inferred from Sir Alfred Croft’s letter on this subject. According 
to Sir Alfred it is desirable to entrust the teaching of the Sastras to capable hands, 
If the pandits become stipendiaries of Government, they will not be able to 
maintain their independence, and losing their independece they will blindl 
take Government’s view in sastric questions. Considering that even wealth 
people in this country have recourse to many mean arts in order to secure titles 
it is doubtful whether the pandits, all whose wealth consists in their puthi, 
would always be able to act with self-respect. The writer always desires to se 
the power of the High Court kept intact. Now the Vyavasthas given on social 

uestions by honest and impartial pandits are as much binding on the people of 
this country as the decisions of the High Court, This being the case, many 
people consider it very undesirable that the independence of the pandits should 
be curtailed or interfered with by any earthly power. 

11. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 12th April, has the following on the 


Government and the Sanskrit subject of the Sanskrit ¢ols :— 
tols, 


ment of 


The motive which has led Government to promise pecuniary help to the 
tols, and to bring the pandits teaching in the ¢o/s under some sort of control, 
is of course a creditable one ; but the writer apprehends mischief from this me 
sure of Government. He fears that as stipendiaries of Government, teaching 0 
the tols under the supervision of Government officers, the pandits will not be able 
to maintain their independence and make expositions of the Sastras which wil 
be disagreeable to Government. This is certainly not desirable, and the wniter 
does not like to see pandits become stipendiaries of Government. He would, 
therefore, have been glad if Government had not interfered in the matter # 
all. And may it not be fairly inferred from the attempt which Governments 
making to bring pandits under its control after the passing of the Consent A 
that it has some secret political object of its own to gain by the measure s 

12. The Samay, of the 15th April, bas learnt from a reliable source that | 


‘ 


The Central Text-book Com. the determination of the Central Text-book Con: 


muitee. mittee to revise its list of text-books has p 

not from considerations of justice, but from a secret motive of its own. When 
the writer pointed out in a series of articles the faults of the Committee 2 the 
matter of the selection of books, and took exception to certain acts of Rat 
Prasanna Mukerji in that connection, an attempt was made to defend the 
Committee, but the attempt failed. And after the failure of that attempt  2¢7 
paper, called the Prakriti, has been started, and one Chandrodaya’ Vidyavii 
a protégé, of Pandit Hara Prasad Sastri, has been appointed as theehief writet 
of aseries of articlesin that paper, styled Akdla Kushmanda, containing cna oaeel 
on books included in the list of the Central Text-book Committee, It1s rum that 
that Pandit Hara Prasad Sastri is helping Chandrodaya in this matter, and 


some selfish Inspectors of Schools are patronising the Prakriti, And beside 
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Pandit Hara Prasad, some other members of the Commitee have also joined the 
que; and the friends and relations of these members, who live on the income 
if their books, are doing their best to help their cause. The members of the 
; ne have suspected some respectable persons of having inspired the articles 
ast the Text-Book Committee which appeared inthis paper (Samay), and the 
books written by the suspected men are being attacked in the articles styled Akdla 
Kushmanda. ‘The heading, as well as the tone of these articles, shows that the 
writer is actuated by intense ill-feeling against the authors whose books he is 
iticising. If his object had been simply to point out faults in those books, he 
<ould not have indulged in abusive language in the manner he has done. When 
the writer of this paper pointed out faults in the books written by Radhika 
Babu and his party, that astute gentleman (Radhika Babu) defended himself with 
the help of Sir Alfred Croft by characterising the agitation against the books 
yritten by him and his friends as one proceeding from envy and jealousy. 
This explanation deceived even the keen-eyed Lieutenant-Governor, and the 
writer had no alternative but to keep quiet. He now sees that his articles have 
Jone nothing to promote the cause of reform in the Education Department, and 
their only effect has been that suspicions have been entertained in regard to 
certain authors, who, by the way, are very inoffensive men, and that a strenuous 
attempt is being made to reject from the Committee’s list all books, good, bad 
or indifferent, which have been written by those authors. For this the autho- 
rities themselves are to blame. For whilst characterising the writer’s unanswer- 
able arguments against certain selections by the Committee as inspired by 
jealousy aroused by an increased sale of books written by Radhika Babuand his 
party, they have ordered a revision of the Committee’s list, simply on the strength 
of certain improper criticisms in the Prakriti newspaper. The writer never ex- 
pected to see injustice of this kind in the administration of Sir Charles Elliott. 
Lawlessness of this kind, though quite in keeping with the prevailing morality, 
does not certainly do credit to the English character. 

The powers which the authorities have conferred on the Text-Book Com- 
mittee are unlimited, and no appeal, it may be said, lies against the Committee’s 
decisions. Since their revision of Mr. R. C, Dutt’s History of India, the Com- 
mittee have begun to think more highly of themselves than they did before, and 
seeing that their power remains intact, and unshaken in spite of the great 
imjustice they have done to that excellent book, there can be no doubt that, on 
the strength of criticisms, good or bad, appearing in their own paper (the Prakriti) 
they will remove from their list books written by those authors against whom they 
entertam suspicions. Again, requiring the Committee to revise their own list 1s 
hot right. Ifa revision of the list has become necessary, it should be revised by 
anew Committee. For, how can a Committee, of which Radhika Babu is the 
Secretary, and of which an assistant of Radhika Babu is a member, and one of 
whose members, viz., Pandit Haraprasad Sastri, looks upon Radhika Babu as his 


patron, how can a Committee, thus constituted, sit in petqmoent on books written 


by Radhika Babu and his men? Does Sir Charles Elliott approve of the 


atrangement which has been made for revising the Committee’s lists? The 
writer has learnt from a confidential source that the late Pandit Isvara Chandra 

dyasagar was once asked to become a member of the Text-Book Committee, 
but he declined on the ground that as he was himself the author of many books, 
4 Was not proper for him to become a member of the Committee; that if he 
| ame a member, other members might feel a delicacy in reporting on his 
00ks, and soon. But Radhika Babu is acting as Secretary to the Committee 
under the very circumstances which led Pandit Isvara Chandra to decline 


: membership, Radhika Babu tries by various means to increase his influence 
it the Committee. The appointment of Babu Chandra Mohun Majumdar, his 
aera, as a member of the Committee, proves this. Though Sir Alfred Croft 
_ .* patron of his subordinates, still his subordinates feared him, and were 
< Primanded by him whenever they were guilty of any offence. But Mr Tawney 
rth e man, and not well acquainted with the ways of the world. There can 

i be no doubt that Radhika Babu and his party will try to take undue 


oe over him. Mr, Tawney should therefore look sharp, or there will be 


3 Of Oppression in connection with the selection of text-books. 
» the Prakriti, of the 16th April, is strongly opposed to the filling up 
4 play-ground for Calentta bore, Or. the tank in College Square for the purpose of 
™ using the site as a play-ground for Calcutta boys. 


PRAKRIZI, 
April 16tb, 1892. 
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April 16th, 1892. 


SANJIVANI. 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
April 18th, 1892. 


DAINIK-0O-SAMACHAR 
CHANDKIKA, 


April 20th, 1892. 
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If the tank is filled up, the people living in the locality will be cong; 
inconvenienced in their supply of water. The Medical College H any 
situated at a little distance from the tank, and pure air from the square counter. 
acts, in some measure, the mischief which is caused to the inmates of the 
hospital by the offensive smell issuing from Madhab Babu’s Bazar. The hospital 
will, therefore, suffer if the tank is filled up. Besides, the square with its tank 
is the only place within the spacious area surrounded by Maniktala Street on the 
north, Rowlane Street on the south, Circular Road on the east, and Chitpore 
road on the west, where people can breathe fresh air. Lastly, College Square 
will be deprived of all its beauty if the tank is filled up. 

14. The Hitavadi, of the 16th April, says that Babu Saradaranjan 

Roy, M.A., Professor of Mathematics, in the Metro. 
politan Institution, wrote a letter to the Hindvo Py. 
triot of the 12th April, pointing out an error jp 
the last question in the Conic Sections paper set at the last B.A. Examination, 
The writer has examined the question, and is unable to see what the examine 
means by it, And if a candidate fails to pass the examination in consequence 
of his inability to understand the meaning of the examiner, will the examine 
make good his loss? The matter ought to be considered by the Syndicate, 
But as the examiner is one of the members of that body, the writer is unable to 
see how he will sit in judgment on his own fault. The question now is—Is it 
proper to appoint members of the Syndicate as examiners? 

15. The Sanjivani, of the 16th April, says that a proposal has been made 

| to extend the term of study of the medical school 

sca gpa Sub-Assistant students from three to four years, the additional 

; period of one year being devoted exclusively to | 

medical jurisprudence, call those who pass the final examination successfully 

after four years’ study, Sub-Assistant Surgeons, and to place them in charge ¢ 

sub-divisions on a monthly salary of Rs. 80. But the writer does not think 

that it would be proper to place such men in charge of such responsible duties, — 

He thinks the proposal to allow those who have passed the Entrance Examina- | 

tion to study in the Medical College, and to be called Sub-Assistant Surgeons 
on passing the final test, a better scheme than the present one, ; 

16. The same paper has the following in regard 

0 < ‘ground for boys in tothe proposal to fill up the College Square tank for 

the purpose of a play-ground for boys :— 

The Health Officer of the Calcutta Municipality has objected to the proposal 
on the ground that the tank is often of use to the residents near it, and that the 
square is used by the people of that quarter as a place for inhaling free air, But 
the writer must say that he fully approves of the proposal. The residents of 
College Square will indeed suffer some inconvenience if the tank is filled up; 
but they ought to bear in mind that the interests of the rising generation, who 
are the future hope of the country, demand some self-sacrifice on their pat 
The writer expresses the hope that the rich people of Calcutta will come 
forward with handsome contributions towards the expenses of a play-ground. 

17. The Dacca Gazette, of the 18th April, contains a review of Prasant 
anes Chandra Vidyaratna’s school-book, ‘“ Sisupravesh! 
Vyakaran.” 


The Conic Sections paper at the 
last B.A. Examination. 


(/ )\— Questions affecting the land. 


18. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 20th April, says thet var 
means are being adopted by Government 1m ot 
to disarm the opposition of the Bengal and Bibi 
zamindars to the cadastral survey of their — 
On the day on which the new Court of Wards Act was passed, the Lieutenat 

Governor distinctly said with the object of winning over recalcitre’, 
zamindars that, when the cadastral survey of all estates would be com leted, a { 
when the papers of all zamindaries would be set right, the zamin ‘af oatt 
probably be given the right of realising their dues by means of the cera” 
procedure. But this concession to the zamindars, if made, will lead to ore 
oppression, and bring about a revival of the old haftam pancham process. 
adoption of the certificate procedure in the khas mahals, and in the estates a 
the management of the Court of Wards, leads to much oppression on the peop 


The certificate prsceuure and « 
the cadastral survey. 
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‘no also happened from the same cause in Sujamata Pargana in the 
The si iidoapore. PThe above statement of the Lieutenant-Governor 
. bably ‘nvolves @ dexterous stroke of statesmanship, made with the object 
+ disarming the opposition of the zamindars against the cadastral survey. 
Probably Government will act up to its word when the zamindars come 


round on the question of that survey. But raiyats will, in that case, be 


‘acted to untold oppression. In the meantime, it has been distinctly stated 
og Lieutenant-Governor’s Resolution that the cadastral survey will be — 


‘atroduced everywhere. 
(g)—Railways and communications, including canal sand trrigation. 


19, The Sudhakar, of the 15th April, says that it has frequently heard 


Drinking water on the Central 


Bengal State Railway line. the stations on the Central Bengal State Railway. 
enga 


Lately a Mussulman gentleman was going to 
Rarisél in company with two or three zamindars, but he could not, even in these 
rod (fast) days, get drinking water in several stations. Every one knows 
what a necessity water is to a Mahomedan in the small hours of the morning 
-, this fasting season. The gentlemen had no alternative but to pay a few 
pice to. a sweetmeat seller in order to get a little drinking water. The authori- 
ties are requested to take better care of this line. 


(h)— General. 


90. The Sanjivani, of the 16th April, says that on the 24th of February 
last, the Society for the Prevention of Drunkenness, 
in Faridpur, submitted a petition to the Collector, 
paying for the abolition of one of the two closely situated wine-shops in that 
town, a8 the law does not permit the existence of two wine-shops so near each 
other. But the Collector rejected the petition, saying that he could not take 
any step this year, as pattas had already been granted to both the shops. It is 
dificult to understand, however, how the Collector rejected the petition on this 
plea, seeing that the pattas were not granted before the 14th March last. The 
Mufassal authorities often act in this high-handed manner. __ 
21. The same paper ~~ that when the road cess was first imposed, the 
Government's breach of pro. uke of Argyll, who was then Secretary of State, 
mise in regard to road cess assured the tax-payers of India that their mone 
money. would on no account be misapplied, and that it should 
be strictly applied to the construction and repair of village roads, as the tax- 
payers wished. Well, Government has already broken its faith with the people 
in regard to the famine relief fund, and it is now misapplying the road cess 
funds by requiring the District Boards to spend them in famine relief. Durin 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s recent visit to Bhdgalpur, the members of the 
Bhégalpur District Board complained to His Honour that the work of famine 
relief had almost exhausted their funds; but His Honour retorted by saying 
that the District Board ought to remember that it was none of its own mone 
that the District Board was spending in relieving distress, for the road cess 
funds, which it was spending in this way, was properly Government’s money, 
and in applying those funds to famine relief, it was only helping Government in 
that work but at Government’s own cost. Either the Lieutenant-Governor is 
ignorant of the Duke of Argyll’s promise, or he is wilfully violating it. But 
Whichever it be, it is astonishing. Has Government’s financial difficulty made 
it as conscienceless as famine-stricken people generally are ? | 
22. The Bangavasi, of the 16th April, says that Sir Charles Elliott is very 
a ; fond of touring. He seems to like nothing better than 
miniatvaties ata s ad- perpetually roving over the country. What his 
object in being thus constantly in motion may be is 
not known, unless it be a desire to see everything in the administration of the 
Province with his own eyes. It is true that His Honour looks carefully into the 
oo of the law courts in the course of his tours, but does he take the trouble 
if mx with the people and learn their wants and grievances? And does His 
me try to remove any wants and grievances of the booms that come to his 
‘a ii edge? It was only the other day that a cooly at hipura complained 
18 Honour that the three pice which he daily earned as his wages at the 


The excise in Faridpur. 


complaints of want of drinking water in most of 


SUDHAKAR, 
April 15th, 1892, 


SANJIVANI, 
April 16th, 1892. 
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DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDBIKA, 


April 17th, 1892. 


Dacoa GAZETTE, 
April 18th, 1892, 


‘ 
« 
Bt 
t 
a 
; 
4 
% 
¥ 
3 
| 
; 
-_ 
. 
‘* 
4 
i 
: 
. 


PRAERIT!, 
April 16tb, 1892. 


7 
v 
; ‘ 
* ? 
© 
‘ 3 
4 ; 
x 
2 
t 
é ee 
i 
& 
% 
% 
Lj 
$ 
. . 
$ 
t 
% . 
° 
i 
" 

7 -_ 
: ; - : 
' 

é ; 1 
«x ; ; 
4, 4 ‘ 
' a: 
é * 
% . 
N 4 H 
4. i 
4 , 
4 + 
; ao 
4 > = 

+ > 
; = 
4 ; 
r 4 

; : . 3 
ae 2 

rt 
; < 
ft Ps 

; ' oe 

4 ya 

; at 

; 6 et: 

: ? 

a ow 
bs) 
ra 

; ra . 

:. 

» ’ 
.* “ 
xe ; 

; 7 . J 
i= . 
at 
é y 
Ww ? 
& 

* 

i oS 

ee 

he oR > 

ae ; 
. 
J ee. 
; 3 
> aa 
, - 

: — 
‘ 

: 

‘ ai 

» ‘ 
hae 

$ é . 

i 
% 

4 x 

. or: 

bi 
4 

3 

j Le 
? ye 
ee 
Y = + 
f D 
% 

: 

i+ Fr F 

i 4 

td 3 

Tt 

ie 

Bee ay he 

, é ~ cee 

3 ae 

. oe ae 
ae aR 

ee 

\ n ai 

a ¥ 

oe. ae. 

: $4 

a a 

ee ee 
4 2 . 

Pe 

ry } > 

Be t , 

5S Sa 
of Seam Fe 

43 —* 4 

x eee 
. a ; 

? i a 

| 
wt 
r 


SAaNJIVANI, 
April 16th, 1892. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
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relief works hardly sufficed to procure him a day’s subsistence. But has 
Honour made any enquiry into the matter? So far as the writer is aware the 
matter has not been publicly investigated. And very little remedy can be 
expected in such matters if the necessary investigations are not publicly made 
His Honour’s strict supervision may have the effect of increasing the rigour of 
the administration ; but a more rigorous administration will do more harm than 
meni to ths peopl . In the next place, the retrenchment policy of the present 
Government, which has been =. directed against the poorer classes of 
Government employés, is seriously aggravating matters. His , Honour ha 
recently ordered the dismissal of twenty-four peons attached to the Alipur Cour 
in the 24-Parganas, stopped the graded system of pay in the Bengal Secretaria, 
and abolished the Chuadanga sub-division of the Nadia district, and all the inde. 
pendent Small Cause Courts in the Province. In allthis His Honour has pursue 
a policy of destruction. That is the policy which also underlies the dres 
circular, which, though a small matter, is not without a meaning. The peopk 
ought to endeavour to find out the secret motive underlying all these actions 
of Government, for it is none but they and their descendants who will have ty) 
suffer the consequences of Government’s actions. The pressure put on the 
criminal judiciary in the matter of keeping files clear is calculated to interfere 
very materially with a sound administration of criminal justice. 

23. The Dainit-o-Samdchar Chandrika, of the 17th April, says that Kaithi is 

___ not an independent language, but only a colloquial 

Pond a of the Kaithi form of Hindi, its characters being Hindi charac. 
: ters, modified in the writing. This being the case, 
Hindi should henceforward be written in the Devanagari character in all court | 
papers in Bihar. This will solve all difficulty, and there will be no necessity of 
adopting either the Roman or the Persian character as has been proposed by 
some in this connection. | 

24. The Dacca Gazette, of the 18th April, says that according to a re. 
pectable Anglo-Indian journal, the jurisdiction of 

Ph a ws A crv among Mey the Assam Government will be extended by includ. 
sions in Assam. ing in that province the Dacca and Chittagong 
Divisions. Nothing is impossible in these days: 

Government looking only to administrative convenience, and caring little for 
those essential differences in manners and customs which divide the people 
of one province from those of another. The people of the Dacca and Chitta- 


gong Divisions ought to inform themselves correctly in this matter, and take 
prompt preventive measures. 


IIT.—LeaIsnative. 


es is 25. The Prakriti of the 16th April, has the 
following :— 

Events have proved that the apprehensions with which the Hindu comm 
nity regarded the passing of the Consent Act were groundless, and that the agits: 
tion made against the measure by that community was unjustifiable. For 
though the Act has been passed, still Hindu girls have not gone from doort | 
door begging for man’s embrace, as was predicted by the Bangavasi, and certall 
other newspapers that are the disgrace of their country. And the cases of 
failure of justice in the working of the law have been few and far between. 

26. The Sanjivanit, of the 16th April, says that notwithstanding the 

a assurance given by the Lieutenant-Governor to the 

Bill. Municipal Act Amendment Municipal Commissioners of Bhégalpur that the 

object of the Municipal Act Amendment Bill is 20 

to curb the powers of the Municipalities, but only to correct certain errors 12 the 

Act, oo sees that when the Bill will be passed into law, the District 

Magistrates will acquire far greater power over the Municipalities than they now 

possess. The proposed law will, in fact, empower District Magistrates to rob 
any Municipality of its freedom at their pleasure. 

27. The Dacca Prakash, : the 17th April, has the following 2 the 

amended Court of Wards Act, which was p 
pie a Court of Wards the 25th March last :— 


The Court of Wards takes charge of the estates of 
minors and acts as their guardian. It gives their wards sahidi training ina varle'y 
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t ways, and by that means completely denationalises and anglicises them. Like 
ee Maharaja of Kuch Bihar, those who have been educated by the Court of Wards 
) tnown chiefly’ for their liberality to Englishmen. The Maharaja, who was 
sdueated under the Court of Wards, has had to increase the income of his State 
‘hoes or four times in order to find money for his liberality to Englishmen. 
Bengal has an area of 1,30,727 square miles, a population of 712 lakhs, and aland 
revenue of Ks. 3,85,85,893. This makes the incidence of the tax Rs. 263 

or square mile and eight annas per head of population. But Kuch Bihar, 
‘shose area is 1,307 square miles, has a land revenue of nearly 21 lakhs paid by 
578,968 persons, making its incidence Rs. 1,610 per square mile, and Rs. 4 per 
nead of population. In consequence of their heavy taxation, the people of 
Kuch Bihér are leaving for British territory, while the hoarded treasures of 
hat State are rapidly finding their way into Darjeeling, Calcutta and England. 
Thus Government has been a gainer in more ways than one by educating 
‘he Maharaja during his minority. The Court of Wards has this indirect 
vain always in its mind. Under the new Act, the Court will have power 
ty manage the estates of persons, who, though not minors, are incapable of 
managing their own affairs. But, though Government will in such cases 
take charge of their property, it will not act as their guardian. And it has 
rood reason not to act as their guardian. A clay pot cannot be bent or 
broken at pleasure after it has been subjected to the process of burning. The 
fact that Government takes charge only of these estates, the management of 
which is likely to bring pecuniary advantage to it, shows that its motive in 
taking such charge ‘is not very pure or disinterested. Again, as the expenses 
of all estates can be regulated by the amounts of their respective incomes, and 
1s Government is under no obligation to pay the expenses of an estate from its 
own pocket, one cannot see why it has been left to the option of the Court to 
accept or not to accept the management of the estate of a minor or disqualified 
person. The Court should not have been given any option in the matter, and 
the management of the estates of all minors and disqualified persons should 


have been made obligatory upon it. Under section 7 of the new Act, the Court 
has been given power to keep under its management estates owned jointly by 
several persons so long as every one of those owners does not attain majority. 


This provision reminds the writer of the affairs of the Dhankona estate, some 
of the owners of which having attained majority, those who were still minors 
had to sever their connection with the Court of Wards. Will these latter now. 
be placed again under the guardianship of the Court under the new law? 
And will the same exhibition be again made that was made in that estate, by 
Babu Durga Kanta Roy, under encouragement from Government? ‘There can 
be no doubt that Government makes laws for the benefit of the people, but 
its laws unfortunately do the people more harm than good. 
28. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 21st April, says that the 

The Hindoo Patriot on the dindoo Patriot’s recent article on the Consent Act is 
Consent Act, nothing but an echo of the current official opinion 
regarding its operation. In fact, in all matters the Hindoo Patriot of to-day 
is only an echo of official opinion. Of course, the opposition to the Consent 
‘Act has to all appearance ceased. But even the Hiadoo Patriot must admit 
tat every real Hindu will for ever remain at heart an enemy of the Act. The 
Hinwoo Patriot thinks that people have ceased to oppose the Act in the belief 
that its inoperative character will make it a dead letter. But the writer can 
‘ertity that no such belief has led to the present discontinuance of the opposi- 
es against the measure. That people z not oppose it now is simply because 
“ut fear Government. The Bangavasi case has taught a lessen tothe people at 
urge, and especially to the native press. 

‘ 4t 1s generally admitted that there was no necessity for passing the Act. 
Put it must not be supposed that the Act will, on that account, remain in- 
| oar thy If the measure had been thought unnecessary, both by Government 
ace the people, it would not have been passed, or if passed, it would have 
ae ne a dead letter. But Government must have thought otherwise, when it 
og ne Act. Many officials consider the Act a necessary measure. Amon 
. M “Clary, tou, there are many who hold the same opinion. And as for the 
he who possess judical power they will, it is certain, set the Act a-working 

‘Never they will find an opportunity for so doing, 


DAINIK 0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


April 2st, 1892, 
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PRAKRITI, 
April 16th, 1892, 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


April 18th, 1892. 


SAMVAD PRABHAKAR, 
April 21st, 1892, 


Hindi BANGAVASI, 
April llth, 1892, 


( 396 ) 


The Hindus never believed for a moment that the inoperative characte, of 
the Act would make it a dead letter. And a large part of the Muhammad, 
community too is of the same opinion. But that no one protests openly ageing 
the Act, is simply because they fear to offend the authorities by Continuing the 

itation. 

= The Hindoo Patriot, also says that the orders embodied in the Viceroy’, 
circular relating to the Act have done a great deal to disarm opposition against 
the measure. But it is clear that the circular has not produced the desired 
result. The occurrence of five or six cases under the Act in the course of the past 
year, when the agitation against it had hardly been allayed proves thi, 
Whether a person accused under the Consent Act is convicted or not, sufficient 
harm will result to him from the mere institution of the charge. The cireula, 
can at the most prevent conviction, but it cannot prevent the making of 
a charge. And experience warrants the statement that the circular not. 
withstanding, there will [be convictions in many cases. So long therefore a 
the Act remains in the statute-book, so long as it is not repealed by the 
Legislature, so long there will be opportunities for oppression under the Act, 
The Hindoo Patriot has admitted that the Act ought to be repealed. But the 
writer cannot approve of the other things which he has said regarding the 
measure. The writer will be glad to see the Patriot become.a little more plain- 
spoken. Plain-speaking delights the very gods, and it ought to delight the 
authorities. If plain-speaking offend the authorities, the authorities ard the 
people’s own fate must be blamed. 


IV.—NatTIvE STATES. 


29. The Prakriti, of the 16th April, has the following :— 
She who was a queen has been reduced to beggary. And those who 
at one time, when rolling upon richly cushioned 
couches, waited upon by hundreds of servants, mak 
and female, did not feel the measure of their happiness complete, are now ina 
perfectly helpless and unprotected condition. We poor mortals cannot see 
through the decrees of Providence. Kulachandra, who one day sat on the 
throne of Manipur and administered its affairs, has been transported to the 
Andamans like an ordinary man. 
Our Sylhet contemporary, the Paridarshok, has told us into what misery the 
sons and wives of that Kulachandra and of that Tekendrajit, of that hero, that 
is, of unmeasured prowess who gave unequalled proof of fearlessness, even up to 
the hour of his death, has fallen, and what treatment they are receiving from 
the British Government (see Report on Native Papers for week ending 16th 
April, paragraph 52.) , 
30. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 18th April, is not sorry, like 
The late royal family of the Sylhet correspondent of the Bangavasi, that only 
Manipur. Rs. 75 has been sanctioned as pension for 5 ramls, 
1 princess, and 8 princes of the late ruling family of Manipur. God’s wil 
must be done, and the writer would not be sorry to see that family extinct. 
31. The Samvad Prabhakar, of the 21st April, quotes from the Paridar- 
shak, of the 4th April last, an article describing the 
arrival in Sylhet of the wives and children o 
Kulachandra, and the late Tikendrajit of Manipur (see Report on Native Paper 
for week ending 16th April 1892, paragraph 52), and observes as follows:— 
What fault had these innocent women and children committed that they 
have been reduced to such circumstances? It is not to be believed that the 
British Government has settled on these royal ladies and princes @ monthl\ 
pension of three rupees each, considering that it is the same Government sage 
— lakhs of rupees every month in paying pensions to the descendants 0 
the Delhi, Lucknow, Murshidabad and Mysore families. 


The royal family of Manipur. 


The Manipur royal family. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


32. The Hindi Bangavasi, of the 11th April, has learnt that the people @ 
Tirhut i: Bibér are suffering from scarcity of 


Scarcity in Tirhut, Bihar. Relief is promptly required. | 


t wr j 


33 The Navayuga, of the 1dth April, says that the opinion which the 
Lieutenant-Governor has expressed regarding the 
condition of the people of Bihar is of the kind 
hich all officials are in the habit of expressing after visiting places suffering 
fica scarcity. In His Honour’s opinion there 1s not much scarcity in the places 
be has visited. But according to the Bihér Herald, when the Lieutenant- 
Governor was inspecting the offices, courts, &c., in the Mohadebpur sub- 
jiyision, more than 95,000 ralyats surrounded the local court-house and applied 
for grant of tuccavi, while a very large number of them followed His Honour 
erying—' Dohat Lat Sahibka, akalse banchao!’ Does the Lieutenant-Governor 
say, even after this, that there is no scarcity in Bihar ? 
“? @. Charles Elliott has sanctioned tuccavi grants to the extent of a lakh of 
rupees to the raiyats of Muzaffarpur, But the grants will come through the 
indigo-planters. The Raja of Sonbarsa has promised 10,000 rupees for relief 
operations, and something has also been sanctioned by the District Board. The 
aumber of labourers employed on relief works is arg | increasing. Are not 
these proofs of scarcity in the opinion of the Lieutenant-Governor ae 
94, The Bankura Darpan, of the 15th April, says that while scarcity of fuod 
is felt only in some places, scarcity of water is felt 
Scarcity of — and water in in most places within the district of Bankura. 
_ Aaa One There is absolutely no means of removing the water 
| arcity. People must therefore drink filthy water, and contract cholera and 
other ” iin At this juncture, the Magistrate and the District Board of 
Bankura ought not to remain inactive. ‘The District Board of‘ Burdwan has 
anetioned finds for an excavation of wells and the re-excavation of tanks, and 
something of that sort ought to be done by the District Board of Bankura. 

35, The Sudhakar, of the 15th April, has learnt that indications of an 
approaching famine have made their appearance 
in Fenny, Noakhali district. Rice is selling there 
at ten seers per rupee, and the people are therefore 
inacondition of distress. All the water reservoirs having dried up, water 
scarcity is also being severely felt. 

36. Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s reply to the Municipal Com- 
missioners of Bhadgalpur on the subject of the 
prevailing scarcity, the Sanjivani, of the 16th April, 
says that the people would have got plenty of work in the way of reapin 
harvests in August, if there had been copious rainfall in the months of a 
and April. But rains in July will not go a great way towards relieving distress. 
In fact, the dryness of the weather threatens a severe famine. 


37. The same paper has learnt that rice is selling at Rs. 3-8 per maund 
and paddy at Rs. 2a maund in Tangail in the 
Mymensingh district. The last year having been 
| one of bad harvest, the poor people are suffering 
intensely from the present year’s failure of crops. Large numbers of people 
are getting no food now, except white potatoes, roots, and pumpkins. The 
”amindars are, however, as exacting as ever. The mehajan, too, is taking 
advantage of the distress to exact usurious interest from the raiyats. If, for- 
tunately, the next jute crop yields a plentiful return, the raiyat’s gain from 
that source will all go to paying interest to the money-lender. 


38. The same paper has learnt that rice is selling at ten to fifteen seers 
nae ae per rupee in Ghatbari in the Sirajganj sub-division 
| ness in the Fabna district. 4¢ the Pabna district. The people are suffering in- 
casely from scarcity of food grains. The poor peasants cannot also borrow 
uoney of the money-lenders, as the latter will not part with a cowrie without 
curity. Want of rain has marred the poor raiyat’s prospect of reaping a good 
‘arvest, even in the next season, because they have not yet been able to com- 
mence sowing, 

389. The Bangavasi, of the i April, has learnt that rice is selling at 
Distress in th sa from Rs. 3-12 to Rs. 3-14 per maund in Matla 
ave rics in the Kaliganj théna, Khulna district, and thefts 
mi a neequently become very rife. The people are also suffering from great 

“ity of drinking water. Two or three petitions were submitted to the 


Scarcity in Bihar. 


Distress in the Noakhali dis- 
trict. 


The scarcity in Bibar. 


Scarcity in Tangail in the My- 
mensingh district. 


NAVAYOGA, 
April 15th, 1892, 


BANKORA DaRpaN, 
April 15th, 1892. 


SUDHAKAR, 
April 15th 1892, 


SANJIVAN], 
April 16th, 1892. 


SANJIVANI. 


SANJIVANI, 


BANGAVASI, 
Apri: 16th, 1892 
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BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
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S\AHACHAR, 
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District Board on this subject, but up to the present moment no heed has bee 
paid to them. . 
40. The same paper has learnt that the people of ‘Gourddanca in th 

: Katwa sub-division of the Burdwan dist; : 


Water scarcity and cholera in guffering from scarcity of water. C , C 
the Katwa sub-division of the 8 y holera 18 also 


Burdwan district. raging in the village, but no medical assistance ig 
available. | 


41, The same paper has learnt that the people of Baganchrd in the Nadi, 

: district are suffering from scarcity of food an 4 

"=" the water. Rice is selling at Rs. 3-8 per maund 

grok net The Bagdevi bil is the only considerable regeryo;, 

of water in these parts, and a petition has been submitted to the Raja of Nadia 
for damming its mouth, in order to prevent its water from escaping. 

42. <A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 18th April, says tha 


theft is now rife in villages within the jurisdiction 
Scarcity in the Diamond {Har- of the Bankipur thdna, in the 24-Parganas distr; 

bour Subdivision, ep 3 } Gistrict. 

This is due to the failure of the crops in those 
parts. ‘The price of rice is daily rising, and siddha rice is selling at 32 to 4 
rupees per maund. Scarcity of water is also severely felt, There has been no 
rainfall in that part of the country for the last 8 or 9 months, and much 
difficulty is being experienced in growing aus, jute, &c. Small-pox and influenz 
have also broken out with some virulence, and many people kave died of the 
latter disease. 


VI.—MIsceELLANEOvUs. 


43. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 12th April, has the following on the 
prevalence of small-pox in Burdwan:— 


In spite of compulsory vaccination, there js 
more small-pox here now than there used to be when there was no compulsion 


in the matter. Whatis the reason of this? A special enquiry ought to 
instituted into the subject, and it should also be ascertained whether the lav 
making vaccination compulsory is being followed in practice. In Burdwan, 


Small-pox in Burdwan. 


the disease first made its appearance among the lower classes of the people and 
has since prevailed among other classes, and a good many people are dying of it. 
Is it impossible to check the spread of this disease? It has been brought to the 
notice of the writer that the clothes of small-pox patients and leaves of the 
Neem tree which are scattered over their beds are thrown on the public road, 
whilst people living in the same house with small-pox patients, and the patients 
whose ulcers have not yet perfectly healed up, freely mix with the public. These 
things should be put a stop to. A few years ago, the disease med its appear- 
ance in the house of a Mussulman of Raniganj. Dr. Purves was then Civil 
Surgeon of Burdwan, and he promptly set a watch over the house in order to 
prevent all outside communication with it. He made arrangements for daily 
supplies of food articles to the house, and gave the family some pecuniary 
help. By these means, he succeeded in preventing the spread of the disease. 
Cannot the same thing be done this time? The Magistrate can easily prohibit 
people frem entering every house in which the disease may be raging. Mu¢l 
good is likely to be dene by his taking measures in this connection in consult: 

ation with the Civil Surgeon. 
44. The Sahachar, of the 13th April, in noticing the death of Mr. Yule 

The late Mr. George Yule remarks as follows :— 

ae ‘ All educated India is grieved at the death of 
Mr. Yule. Mr. Yule was a Scotchman by birth; but unlike the majority 
Scotchmen living in India he did not disregard the interests of the natives. Scoteh- 


, > 
. 


men are, as a rule, even more opposed than khas Englishmen to the concession 
of political rights to the people of this country. But unlike his countrymé 
Mr. Yule used to admit that the Indians had a claim upon him. He did not 
pocket a single pice of his income as Sheriff of Calcutta, and gave away the 
whole of that amount to public institutions. He looked upon the po tical 
advancement of the Indians as a guarantee of the permanence of British rue 
in India. He was as much a loyal subject as he was a staunch advocate of the 
people’s rights. It was his firm conviction that India ought to be governed in f° 
same way as the other parts of the British. Empire are. The speech which 


CO 
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red as President of the Congress at Allahabad would have done credit even 
fr, Gladstone. The rulers of India will not lose by taking his advice. 
-- has lost a true friend by his death. Mr. Yule has done as much for the 
In tical advancement of the people of this country as Mr. David Hare, an- 
other Scotchman, did for their educational improvement. The writer will always 
cherish his memory with gratitude. — 
45, Thesame paper in noticing the death of Babu Hemanta Kumar 
Ghose, of the Amrita Bazar Patrika, writes as 
The Amrita Bazar Patrika f{o]lows:— 
brothers. Babu Hemanta Kumar Ghose was one of five 
brothers, of whom Babu Sisir Kumar is the most distinguished. Sisir Kumar 
tarted the Amrica Buzar Patrika. He knows well how to manage his brothers, 
and all of them are therefore on the best of terms with each other. Sisir has 
“ever enjoyed good health, and people wonder that so much energy can dwell 
vithin a frame so thin and pale. ‘The writer is grieved 1o notice the death of 
Hemanta. Like the other brother he was a patriot anda gentleman. The 
country is indebted to the Ghose brothers in more ways than one, and the death 
of Hemanta Babu will be deplored by all who will hear of it. 
Disease and mental depression 46. THe Bangacasi, of the 16th April, has the 
in the country. following — 
Thanks to the extraordinary education given by the British Government 
and its administrative arrangements, all caste distinctions and the old rule of 
allotting different occupations to members of different castes are gradually 
disappearing from this country. And service has, therefore, now become every- 
thing with many. The Brahman who, in former times, used to hate service, 
and avoid it as one should avoid dog’s excrement, is found, at the present time, 
eagerly seeking service of the lowest kind, and under men of the lowest castes. 
What a matter of regret this! But even in service, men do not now evince 
much interest or energy. ‘They serve simply because they are obliged to serve 
for ther daily bread; but they feel no interest, put forth no effort, and display 
no skill or intelligence in their work. Consequently, those that are in service 
are gradually losing strength, energy, cheerfulness, and animation. And 1; is no 
wonder that such men should be constantly suffering from ill-health and disease. 
The condition of the artisan and the cultivating classes is still more deplorable. 
The number of those, full of life, buoyancy and energy, is daily becoming 
smaller in this country. Whatever European sanitary science may say, and 
we neither understand nor believe in it, the prevalence of sickness in the 
country is owing solely to this fact of the country’s losing its old heart, hope, 
cheerfulness and animation. Last year the mortality from fever, cholera, and 
small-pox was heavy. Formerly, cholera and small-pox made their appearance 
only in the hot season, but they now prevail all the year round, because the 
people have now become weak in body and mind. 
Reflections on the Buangavasi 47. ‘The same paper has the following :—- 
me The Bengali year that has just closed was a 
very bad year for the Bunguvasi. A few days before the commencement of that 
year, the Consent Act, a good piece of legislation according to Christian ideas, 
was passed by the British Government in this land of Hindus. That ruinous 
ieasure was scarcely a month old, when the year that has just passed awa 
gan. As the mouth-piece of the Hindu community, we prayed to the British 


overnment a hundred thousand times not to pass that law. We prayed loudly 


and 


:  anoae | we argued and reasoned, we explained the sastras, we pointed to 
le 


to our prayer. The law was passed. And then the agony caused in our heart 
of hearts made us restless. We felt that either through error or for the purpose 
; sining some secret political object, the British Government had actually inter- 
‘red with the social affairs of the Indians. We know that we are a subject 
people, and that our subjection is not a subjection of one or two days, but a 
erin of seven hundred years. Under the Mussulmans we were occasionall 
ig ‘% realise most vividly the tyranny of this subjection. But all that is 
2 ¢ anged. The British Government has always endeavoured, and is still 
tact rn to make the great majority of people in this country forget the 
it ° their subjection. And its endeavour has met with some measure of 
“ss, Not to speak of others, we ourselves must confess to having forgotten 


wise oe - 
: f? 


ueen’s Proclamation, but in vain. The British Government paid no heed 


SAHACHAR, 
April 13th, 1892. 


BANGAVASI, 
April 16th, 1892. 


BarGaVasi. 
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that fact. The British Government has declared ,that the newspaper press ; 

this country is free, and that the people of this country can freely and 
reservedly give expression to their thoughts and feelings in the newsnar.. 
and criticise Government’s policy and every administrative measure, be the 
criticism as strong and anpelaseh e asit may. And deluded by this Seiline 
tion, and smarting under the agonising pain caused by the Consent Act, we 
as a matter of fact, overpowered by our feelings, addressed a few hard words 
to Government. There was no want of loyalty or indication of rebellion in 
what we wrote, but, unfortunately for us, our writings were considered seditioy; 
by certain high officials. Government therefore found itself obliged to pro- 
secute the proprietor, the editor, the manager, and the printer of the Bangavagi 
newspaper on the charge of exciting disaffection. And the statement that the 
Bengali can excite disaffection against Government, against a Government, that 
is, which is not a small or a petty Government, but which is veritably the mog 
powerful British Government, on whose world-wide empire the sun never gets _ 
against a Government, that is, which is the astutest, the most deeply versed in 
policy and statesmanship, and the most far-seeing among Governments, this 
we say, is a statement which, even if untrue, deserves to be recorded alike in the 
annals of the British raj, and in the annals of the Bengali race. And another 
thing that deserves to be similarly recorded is the administrative policy of the 
British Government. To seek the protection of its own law Courts, and duly set 
the law in metion against those who are considered by it to be rebels, and whom — 
it can hang or blow off the cannon’s mouth whenever it pleased, this is a thin 

which argues no small greatness of the British Government. And it is ofter 
owing to their being taken in by the greatness of such conduct on the part of 
the British Government that the people of this country so quickly get themselves 


_ entangled in the meshes of its policy. But in the Sangavasi case, the Police 


Magistrate was unable to show the greatness which was shown by the Govern 
ment itself, and which was also maintained in the end in the High Court. The 
action of the Police Magistrate, in causelessly sending to hjat the defendants in 
this case, derogated from the value of that greatness. The result of the case is 
well-known. It is a result which has clearly shown that, though the vernacular 
newspapers enjoy nominal freedom, it is not still proper for them, in practice, 
to give expression at all times to everything they feel, and that it is better for 
them not to say anything which, though true and salutary, may still be unpala- 
table to Government. ‘This may be cowardice, and a means of teaching hypo- 
crisy to unsophisticated people, but it is without doubt the statesmanship of the 
day. 

é We consider that prosecution as a danger to the Bangavasi only, in so far as 
it meant a mark of Government’s displeasure with it. In other respects it means 
that the Kangavasi possesses power, resources, and some measure of courage. 
There are many newspapers in this country besides the Bangavasi, and public 
measures are strongly criticised in many newspapers, and many newspapers do 
not even hesitate to tell their readers that they are opposed to Government. 
Why then did Government look angrily at the Bangavasi alone among so many 
uewspupers? If our writings really deserve to be pooh-poohed, if the leaders 
of the native communitf are not influenced by our writings, if the Bangavas is 
not read by men of education and intelligence, why did that ocean of intelli- 
gence, the British Government, get so quickly displeased with this paper? It 
behoves those who have at heart the real good of the country to ponder over 
this question, What that work, that education and those manners and customs 
are which will do real good to the country, what are those matters which se 
considered by Government as calculated to promote its own interests, and what 
are the matters which Government does not consider beneficial for the Loa 
of this country, in what particular manner particular currents must be dive 
particular directions in order to achieve particular results—all these are que 
tions which a study of the Bangavasi case will greatly help one to understan 
But how many are there who can or do think in this way? Now, as re 
liberty of the vernacular newspapers, it should be observed that the people : 
this country are in all matters completely subject to the British Governmen’: 
and in this subject country, the English rulers have granted liberty to 
down-trodden people. This combination of free and not free 18 really : 
anomaly and a thing without a precedent. And mad as we have become, 
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often allow ourselves to be deluded by this nominal liberty which has been 
; nted to us by our rulers,. and being so deluded, we give free expression to 
a thoughts and feelings, and make no attempt to conceal or ge te them. In 
way this isan advantage anda gain to the rulers, for which they have 
poe liberty to the newspaper press. But it is a thing that has also its dis- 
sdvantages- Thus when the secrets of the administration are disclosed, and the 

licy of the rulers is openly discussed in the newspapers, and when the 
measures on Which the rulers have set their heart are vigorously opposed in their 
~olumns, Government becomes extremely displeased with the press, regrets that 
+ ever gave liberty to it, and becomes eager to take that liberty away. ‘Thus 
last year Government’s attitude towards the vernacular newspapers was 
infavourable. There was even a talk of depriving the newspaper press in this 
country of its liberty, and it was only when a proposal to that effect was dis- 
approved. by the Home Government that the case against the Langavast was 
‘nstituted. We will not dwell on a matter which concerns ourselves alone. But 
many people think that the Bangavasi case was only the Gagging Act in another 
fom. And the result of the case has ina large measure justified that view. 
It is very certain that the definition of loyalty as given by the Chief Justice, a 
definition, that is, the like of which was never heard or thought of before, and 
the manner in which the authorities have promulgated that definition, has 


indirectly if not directly made journalism in this country a work of consider-— 


able difficulty. | 
48. The Sanjivani, of the 16th April, says that some of the rules recently 
ThePort Commissioners’ bathing issued by the Port Commissioners of Calcutta, 
phat rules. relating to the bathing ghats, are certainly good, but 
some are decidedly objectionable. Under one of these rules no one will be 
henceforward allowed to rub his body with oil under the bathing ghat sheds of 
the Port Commissioners. Where will people then rub their bodies with oil? It 
is surely a great inconvenience and discomfort to rub the body with oil at home 
and goall the way to the river to bathe. Again, the license tax imposed on the 
pandas will put a stop to their poor earnings. 
As regards the rule requiring the pandas to keep watch s» that no male 
person may trespass into the ghats intended for females, the Port Commissioners’ 
nght to impose such a duty on the pandas who are not their paid servants may 


be very properly questioned. ‘The public ought to get their bathing ghat rules 
modified. 


49. The same paper has the following :— 


What Sir Charles Elliott should We have nwt for many years come across an 
0, active ruler like Sir Charles Elliott. In fact, Sir 
Uharles has surpassed in activity all the rulers of Bengal that came after Sir 
George Campbell. His habits of hard work astonish everybody. He can work 
whole days and nights without feeling the least fatigue. pew | in virtue of this 
habit, Sir Charles has already been enabled to see with his own eyes every place 


0 


in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. And it must be said that his inspections are not 


inspections only in name. His clear head enables him to see through at a glance 
‘very work done by a Magistrate or a Deputy Magistrate, and to detect ina 
noment every defuct in the executive work or in the administration of justice. 
he officials, who had grown lax in the performance of their duties, have sudde 
returned to active habits for fear of Sir Charles. From the civilian to the lowest 
ministerial officer, no one can humbug or hoodwink the present ruler of Bengal. 
n addition to his acute understanding and active habits, Sir Charles possesses the 
nack of fair or plain speaking. He tells to a man’s face the defects he meets 
with in his work. This is commendable, indeed. His abilities have enabled him 
to gTasp minutest details of the administration within the short period he has 
“en at its head. Sir George Campbell, too, used to look into every detail in the 
1 Wl of Sir Charles, and as the result of his thorough knowledge of the wants 
a © people, he inaugurated certain measures, the beneficial effects of which 
be hot be exaggerated. He saw that the ignorance of the masses and their 


AX physique stood greatly in the way of their advancement. He, therefore, — 


iMtlated primar 


over its length 
yMnastic clas 


y education in the province by the establishment of pathsalas all 
and breadth, and as a remedy for the bad physique, he opened 
be are ses in all the educational institutions. The primary education 

Initiated by Sir George will be a lasting monument of his aaministrauon. 


SANJIVANI, 
April 16th 1892. 


SaNJIVANI. 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAK 
CHANDKIKA, 


April 18th, Ps. 


‘but for want of the proper education, the people do not k 


chiefly with Eng 
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Sir Charles Elliott has travelled all over the province. It may be ag of 
therefore, if His Honour has met with any want of the people, the removal 
which will be of lasting benefit to them, and on the removal of which Hig fleas 
has set his heart. The writer can see two wants of the people whi - 


: _ which ought to 
be at once removed. These are(1) want of technical education; (2) want of 
village sanitation. 


Bengal is an agricultural country, eighty per cent. of its people being en 

in agriculture, which is their only source of livelihood. Still, there is n 
sion for giving the people of this country agricultural education. Can it be 
osuleiel, then, that a country like this should become quickly impoverished and 
famine should be its regular and not occasional visitant? Agricultural educa, 
tion can greatly improve the resources of the province, and save its people from 
perpetual distress. ‘T'he same remarks apply to the other industrial arts, Ben. 
gal abounds in materials for the manufacture of soap, glass, matches, paper, &e, 
now what to make of 

the vast resources at their command. Jt behoves the Lieutenant-Governo 
therefore, to undertake the task of giving the people technical education, : 


Then. as for village sanitation, the best way of effecting it would be t 


establish village univuns, and empower these unions to levy small taxes on the 


people for the execution of capes’ | works. What with the funds thus obtained 
and the funds which may be supplied to them by the District. Boards for the 
construction and repair of village roads, the excavation of tanks and the sink. 
ing of wells, these bodies rp soon convert the present dens of disease into 
healthy dwelling-places. And all Bengal will fur ever remain grateful to Sir 


O provi- 


Chirles Elliott. if he can effect the much-desired improvement in the sanitation 
of the villages. 


eee 50. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 18th 
es April, has the following on the exchange question: 
That India is being drained of its supply of food-grains is due to the 
exchange difficulty. Englishmen living in India in some measure avoid the 
inconvenience of a high rate of exchange by taking grain in place of ready 


money. And this exportation of grain from the country is being followed 
by frequent famine and starvation. Again, a large part of the revenue of 
Government is being spent to meet the rate of exchange: thus between the 
two, the country is suffermg very much. As India has commercial relations — 
land and the colonies, and has to send a large part of her 
revenue to the former country, it will be greatly relieved of its inconvenience 
on the score of exchange if only England comes to an arrangement on the 
subject, Again, India has the right to urge upon England the arg | of coming 
tu an arrangement in the matter, The efforts of the American Government 
in this respect have produced more harm than good. That Government 
secured a temporary rise in the price of silver, and the rise has been followed 


by a deeper fall. The exchange difficulty would vanish if all other Govert- 


ments were to accede to the proposal of the American Government re 
the adoption of a bi-metallic currency. 
But a good many Governments are interested in keeping up a purely gold 


currency. Their idea is that a gold currency leads to a rapid increase of 
wealth. Government in England was former! 


y of the same opinion, 
even now a good many people in England hold that view. The wniter has 
said more than once that the interests of trade and manufacture in England, 
as well as in the United States, are suffering in consequence of the exci 
difficulty. But unlike the American Government, the Government in England 
shows no anxiety to remove it. If it had shown the ‘some anxiety 8 
American Government, the exchange difficulty would have vanished long before. 
So, even if other Governments do not come to an agreement on the subject) 
the Governments of England and the United States ought to adopt a br 
metallic currency, for in that case all other States will be compelled to adopt 
it. But English capitalists, however, who are gainers by the present 
still dislike the arrangement; but the Government of England ought not, 
for their sake, to allow its labouring classes to become impoverished and 

by dangerous to the peace and stability of society. English statesmen 
recognized the danger and tried various temporary, but unsuccessful, me 
English capitalists ought not to be humoured any longer, and there is not the 
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+ doubt that any further delay in the matter will be followed by disastrous 
leas ts, ‘Ihe people of India, as well as the Anglo-Indians, ought to make 
oho n cause in the matter, and try to devise some means out of the difficulty. 
cag cog this reason that the writer supported the Currency Commission, and 
It wl support another such Commission if it sits. He is glad that Anglo- 
ieiben are making efforts to solve the difficulty. 


51. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 
What Government's attitude Q()th April, has the following — | 
wards the Native Press shovld The wants of the country and the acts of 
be. oppression which are committed on the people 
fnd more expression in the N ative Press than in the Anglo-Indian jour- 
nals. And oppressions committed by English officials are published only 
‘1 the native papers. ‘lhe acts of oppression which were committed by the 
indigo-planters were published only in the Hindoo Patriot, the Englishman and 
the Hurkarw having tried to hush them up. And not even now are oppres- 
sions by tea-planters published in the Englishman and the Pioneer. There would, 
indeed, have been no necessity of conducting the native newpapers if the murder 
of natives by European soldiers, if the acts of oppression which are committed 
by Magistrates, had been impartially noticed and discussed in the Anglo-Indian 
Press. ‘Chis proves that Government ought to pay heed to the statements of the 
native papers, and to institute enquiries in order to ascertain their correctness or 
otherwise, A correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrika lately reported that 
one Domon Ghosh, a servant of Mr. Fergusson, an indigo-planter, was kicked by 
nore than one saheb in a ball-room at Murshidabad when a ball was going on, 
remained lying in a corner of the room for sume hours and died. On readin 
this report, the Lieutenant-Governor instituted an enquiry, and the Magistrate of 
Murshidabad had to submit an explanation, in which the correspondent’s story 
has been in &@ manner admitted. ‘The Magistrate has not been able to den 
that an assault was committed on Domon, and he has contradicted only that part 
of the correspondent’s story in which the authorities have been accused of not 
having taken the proper steps after the occurrence. ‘The Magistrate says that 
Domon’s dead body was examined by an Assistant Surgeon, and the examination 
showed that his death was due not to kicking. Yes, Domon was a native, and his 
death must have been owing to a bad liver. The writer will not stop to consider 
whether or not Domon’s father wanted to see Domon on his death-bed; but the 
Magistrate says that there was nothing to prevent Domon’s relations from seein 
lim. This is a point which it is unnecessary to discuss, for its discussion will 
hot restore Domon to life. ‘There is, however, not the least doubt that Domon 
had to give up his life in consequence of the ball of the Sahebs and Bibis. It has 
also been admitted that some one kicked and assaulted Domon. The real facts 
connected with Domon’s death have, indeed, been hushed up, but the fact remains 
that Domon has died. And no one would have known anything of this matter, 
i @ native correspondent of the Amrita Bazar had not written on the subject to 
that paper. Ii he had not written, the matter would not have been brought to the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s notice, and there would have been no discussion about i 
’ ut it. 
tls because the news appeared in a Native paper that the Magistrate of Murshi- 
dabad had had to submit an explanation. And his submitting an explanation 
“4s done some good; it has been a warning to all Magistrates, and in balls &c. 


pon rash Sahebs will be a little more careful than they have been in the 


This case proves the usefulness of the Native papers. But Anglo-Indian 
neers are not so useful, for native correspondents are never so willing to seek 
. columns for the publication of their news and complaints as they are to 
make use of the columns of the Native papers for that purpose. The Lieute- 
. Overnor must admit this, andthe Viceroy, too. Those officials of Govern- 
909 never succeed in winning the good opinion of the people, who either do 
7. pay heed to the statements of the Native papers, or try to throw difficulties 
Stat © way of native journalists. And those officials do most mischief to the 
© who cannot secure the good opinion of the people. As all Native rs 


the welfare of Government, the latter ought to pa heed to whet | 
"’4Y, and to keep their freedom intact. 7 sia " 


=, 


DalINIK-O-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


April 20th, 1892. 
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Urrya PAPeErs, 


52. A rumour being afloat to the effect that Mr. Toynbee, Commissiy 
: of the Orissa Division, may not join his q “1 
Mr. Toynbee, Commissioner of ment after the expiry of his privilege leave — 
Orissa. , . » almost 
all the Native papers of Orissa express great reo; 
that they will lose the services of an able officer, who during the brief senied 
of one year has endeared himself to all classes of people, not only by an abi. 
and efficient discharge of his duties, but by a judicious cunthetation of the 
claims of the natives of the province to appointments in the different branche 
of the Public Service. | 

53. The Samvadvahika, of the 24th March, reports scarcity of food in th. 

Balasore district, and adds that the continued wan 

Scarcity in Balasore and of rainfall may lead to something like w 

Cuttack. ; ; é omen, | water. 

famine in the interior of the district. The write 
proposes that the export of rice should be stopped at an early date. ‘fh 
Utkaldipika, cf the 26th March, describes a similar state of things in the Cuttack 
district, and adds that the long want of rain is preventing the cultivators fron 
proceeding with their agricultural operations. 

d4. The Uthkaldipika, of the 27th March, reports that the system of 

eee bin enlation in Vaccination lately introduced into Mahanga, 4 

Orjnnr’t Practice of inventation in mufassal station in the Cuttack district, has proved, 

owing to some cause or other, unsuccessful, because 

some children, though protected by vaccination, have died of small-pox. This 

has led many to inoculate their children secretly. The writer proposes that 

some of the country inoculators should be trained in the English system of 
vaccination, and should then practise vaccination. 

53. The Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 30th March, the Samvadcvahika, of 
the 3lst March, and the Utkaldipika, of the Qu | 
April, point out that, owing to defective fer 
arrangements on the part of the canal authorities over certain parts of the coat | 
canal in the Balasore district, a large number of passengers, who attended the 
Panduva Ghat on the Bay on the Baruni Yoga day this year, were put to consi- _ 
derable inconvenience. ‘They therefore suggest that such complaints may be 
avoided in future by building one or two bridges at specified points in the 
‘anal. 

06. The Utksldipika, of the 2nd April, does not approve of that portion of 
the proposed water-rate rules which have reference 
to the imposition of the rate on the deali land. 

57. The same paper does not like the idea of entrusting settlement and 

RS Ie survey work in Orissa to a certain number of Sub 

ie eer ene Deputy Collectors as if such work was very €4y: 
The writer points out that in the past settlement such work was general] 
executed by experienced Deputy Collectors of many years’ standing. : 
arene 58. The same paper proposes the establish: 
_ ment of a Post Office at Talpada, in the Balasort 
district. 

59. The same paper is disgusted to find that the abkari shops 1 . 
i, he ee Cuttack town and in certain other places i ' 
district. SSS SSCt*té<CCuttttncck district’ have been licensed to one mh 

As a consequence, the consumers of intoxical’s 
drugs, anticipating increased prices for their favourite articles of consumpt 
have become discontented. 


Coast canal ferry. 


Water-rate upon the Ddeali land. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
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